St Nicholas of Myra School

PO Box 265, Penrith 2751. Phone: (02) 4752 3300 Fax: (02) 4752 3399
Email: stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Website: http://www.stnicholaspenrith.catholic.edu.au
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Dear St Nicholas of Myra families,

Fri 4 Sept
Father’s Day
Liturgy (Zoom)
All Stages

Father’s Day is a good time to pause to appreciate a unique person that God has
put in our lives – our father. This time of year is an opportunity to recall and
affirm the particular gifts that fathers bring to families. This includes our own
personal fathers, grandfathers, single parent fathers, children or brothers who
are fathers and all who are father figures.

God is our "Father" and we are His "children." God seems to love being called
"Father" more than any other name. He uses the term to describe Himself all
throughout the New Testament. So when God lets man be called "father", He is
Father’s Day Stall giving him a special honour, and with that honour God gives a special
responsibility.
Assembly
(See-Saw)
coordinated by
Kindergarten

I thought it would be appropriate to look at other father figures we meet in the
bible. Below are just four father figures who had great Faith in Christ.

1.
Sat 5 & Sun 6 Sept 2.
Holy Communion
Masses
Mon 7 Sept
Literacy and
Numeracy Week
☺
Book Parade
☺
Trivia
☺
Reading
Wed 9 Sept
- Fri 11 Sept
Life Education
Sat 12 & Sun
13 Sept
Holy Communion
Masses
Monday 14 Sept
World of Maths
Incursion
Tues 15 & Wed 16
Sept
Talent Quest
Filming

3.
4.

Enoch, a father who walked with God as a great man of faith.
Noah, who was concerned about saving his children, he taught them about
righteousness. He also walked with God, leaving a great example to follow.
Abraham, who was given the title "Father of all of them that believe."
Joshua, who trusted God when others would not. Joshua didn't care what
other fathers were doing, he and his family were going to serve the Lord!

There is no one ‘right’ way of being a father or showing appreciation of one’s
father. The important thing is to do it. When expressing thanks to your dad it is a
good idea to connect it with something specific – a specific quality or a specific
incident in the past that typified your father’s care or commitment. The most
important gift is the gift of appreciation. Every father knows that he is human
and didn’t always do it perfectly. He needs to hear from his children that he
‘must have done something right’ – maybe magnificently. As we celebrate
Father’s Day let us show appreciation to all the father figures in our lives.

Prayer for Fathers
Dear God, thank you for the gift of our fathers!
Thank you for their encouragement, their guidance, and their provision for us.
Thank you for their patience, understanding, and sense of humour,
for their unfailing love.
Please bless our fathers with Your Spirit of wisdom, counsel and fortitude.
May they feel Your love in their hearts, Your peace in their minds, and Your joy
in their spirits this day. Amen.
Peace and Joy
Anita Knezevic
Principal
Truth Through Learning

General News
School Fees

A term's notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the principal before the removal of a student or a full term's fees will be payable. The notice can be given any time during term for the next term.
One exception is that notice in writing will be accepted at any time during Term 4 in relation to the following year’s enrolment, that is, the notice period of 10 school weeks will be waived in this circumstance.
The requirement for a term’s notice (10 school weeks) is recognition by the family of the commitment to
assist with funding of the School by having their child take a place that could have been offered to another family. Unless the student is present for the August census or the student is able to be replaced midyear, which is unlikely, the loss of the student will most certainly result in the loss of significant government funding. Thus a term’s notice provides the school with an opportunity to replace the student within
the next term.
Special circumstances that would warrant a waiving of this notice, include:
• Moving due to employment transfer
• Sale of house
• The student has been offered full time employment

COVID 19 - School Fees
Many families are concerned about fees in the current environment. There are two links below
which explains how fee relief support is available to those experiencing financial hardship as a
result of COVID-19.The letter sets out a clear process for parents and carers to receive the help
they need. Please note:
• There are multiple ways that families can apply for fee relief, including via an electronic
form (Qualtrics), a downloadable PDF and hard copy (available from the school)
• A Fee Relief 'Frequently Asked Questions', as well as a link to electronic form and the
downloadable PDF will be placed on the CEDP and school websites
•

There is no cut-off date for applications for fee relief at this time.

COVID - 19 Fee Relief Information
Fee Relief Request

We are here to help. If you would like to have a confidential conversation about any of these
matters, please contact Rhonda Shirvington at the school to discuss.

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning survey.
Thank you to all of the Parents and Carers who completed the Tell Them From Me (TTFM)
Partners in Learning survey. As we value the role of parents and carers within our school
community we greatly appreciated the time you spent in providing us with your feedback. The
information you provide will be used to maintain our commitment to working together in
partnership to further improve student learning and wellbeing at St Nicholas of Myra Primary.
The feedback from the survey will be communicated in the Newsletter.
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Religious Education
New RE Curriculum Update
The New Curriculum asks us to use the Head, Heart and Hand dispositions as part of our daily
lives. Our challenge is to make sure we are fully aware of them and the impact they have on us
and those we are called to serve.

How am I connecting with the Head disposition and what is it asking of me?
Am I being attentive to everything around me?

Am I using my intelligence to make positive choices
that will enable me to have a closer relationship with God?
Am I responding to the call to holiness?

What are we learning?
Below are the Overarching Questions each stage has been focused on this Term.
The Overarching Question sets the scene for the inquiry in each Learning Cycle.
Early Stage 1- What is Church?
Stage 1- How can we care for Creation?
Stage 2- How is Jesus both God and Man?
Stage 3- What is my existential purpose in life?
In preparation for the 2021 implementation, teachers are continuing to participate in theological
formation and professional learning. This is an exciting opportunity for our faith community at
St Nicholas of Myra to further exclaim our commitment to empowering all our young people to
discover a meaningful and flourishing life.

Religious Education
Understanding Faith Online Resource
We are able to use an online resource to support our Religious Education.
Why not check it out for yourselves.
https://primary.understandingfaith.edu.au/log-in
Username: ceo.parra.1896
Password: ceo.2020.parra
Sacrament of Eucharist (First Communion)
Over the next two weekends students from St Nicholas of Myra will be celebrating the Sacrament
of the Eucharist. We congratulate these children who are taking the next step in their Sacraments
of Initiation. The preparations and celebration will be designed to adhere to Covid-19 restrictions.
If you have any questions please call the Parish office.
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Learning
Life Education: Healthy Harold
From Wednesday 9 September to Friday 11 September, the Life Education
‘Healthy Harold’ van will be visiting our school. All classes from Kindergarten to
Year Six will have the opportunity to visit the van for a lesson.
Life Education provides a unique learning experience for children and teaches
them the skills needed to make informed decisions about their health and
wellbeing.
ICAS Competitions
Congratulations to the following students for their active learning by participating in the ICAS
Digital Technologies, English, Mathematics and Spelling Bee Assessment this fortnight:
Digital Technologies

English

Mathematics

Spelling Bee

Stephanie O’Connor
Jacob White
Joyce Fawzy
Mark Fawzy
Lara White

Stephanie O’Connor
Ella Herbert
Jacob White
Angela Daniel
Mina Kedis
Lara White

Stephanie O’Connor
Ella Herbert
Jacob White
Angela Daniel
Joyce Fawzy
Mark Fawzy
Lara White
Sakethram
Hariprasaad

Stephanie O’Connor
Ella Herbert
Angela Daniel
Mina Kedis

PBS4L News
This fortnight, Weeks 7-9, the PBS4L playground focus is: ‘I can be
respectful when playing with my peers’.
This includes using kind words and actions when playing games. Students
can use the STAR strategy to help them during problem solving situations.
Students can earn a double points playground token for their stage when
staff observe this expectation in the playground.
The stage with the most tokens at the end of Week 9 will receive reward
time towards an activity of their own choosing for their stage.
Congratulations to Stage 1 who were the winners for the Week 4-6 round of
the playground initiative!

Stage Learning
Due to COVID-19, we cannot have Open Classrooms so we thought we would
bring the classroom to you - please enjoy the following pages showing each
Stage’s Learning.
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Learning - Early Stage 1

In Science, we were holding the chicks to observe their growth.

Kindergarten are EGGcited about their learning in Term 3

This term our ‘living things’ science unit was supported by having chicks hatch and live in our
classroom. We were able to have a hands on experience to observe the chicks and identify their
needs and appearance.

Writing

In writing, we wrote an information
report all about the chicks and their
diet, appearance and habitat.

Maths
During Maths, we worked
out subtraction problems
based around our classroom
chicks going to a farm to
live. We also created and
continued patterns with
chicks and chicken coops.
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Learning - Stage 1
Creative Arts
In Creative Arts, this term
we have been learning
about Portraits. We have
explored various visual
elements, such as colour,
line and shape in
portraits and what
information we can
interpret from this. Here
are some examples of
our self-portraits using a
picture as a stimulus.

Religion
In Religion, this term we
have been responding to
the following question:
How can we care for
God’s creation? As we
unpack this question we
understand that we are
co-creators and
caretakers for God’s
creation and have a
responsibility to care for it.

Writing

In Writing, this term we have
been learning about poetry.
We have explored a variety
of poetry techniques and
have focused on planning,
composing and publishing a
Haiku and Acrostic poem.
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Learning - Stage 2
During Term 3, Stage 2 we have been doing some wonderful learning in all Key Learning Areas.
In Literacy, we have been learning how to plan, compose and review imaginative texts focussing on a
certain genre such as Mystery, Horror, Fantasy, Science Fiction and Historical Fiction.
Here are some samples of their work.

In Science, we explored the process of food and fibres and students designed Posters, Jamboards,
Google Slides and Models to represent their findings. Here are some samples of their work.

In Visual Arts, we have been participating
in a number of guided drawing workshops
of wild animals. After drafting one of each
animal the students have chosen one
animal to create an A3 final artwork. The
students are working towards adding
geometric shapes and colour using water
colour pencils inspired by Spanish artist
Okuda San Miguel.
Here are some of the student’s work in
progress.
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Learning - Stage 3
Stage 3 Learning Term 3

Stage 3 has been busy learning over the past term.
Check out some of the amazing work in which they have been involved.
In Religious Education We have been trialling a unit from the
new DRAFT RE Curriculum looking at the inquiry question:
What is my existential purpose in life? Students have been
discovering their gifts and talents as well as the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. One of the learning tasks involved parents writing
a letter to their child. The students enjoyed this lesson and
were able to make connections to what they thought about
themselves, their gifts and talents.

In Creative Arts we have been using different
mediums to create artworks. We loved working
with the watercolour paint!

In History we have been learning about
migration to Australia. Students created posters
about migration from various cultural groups and presented
these to the rest of the Stage.
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H.E.R.O. Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved the H.E.R.O Award (Here Everyday
Ready Ontime) for Term 3 Weeks 1-5 for full time attendance during this period.
Cassandra RIBEIRO
Ella HANNAFORD
Emily WANG
Jae LIM
Naoelle TIPLER
Natalie ROZARIO
Olivia NKEMKA
Ozias AROKIANATHAN
Parv GULATI
Amos INGEGNERI
Anna DISSANAYAKE
Harrison DONALDSON
Max DYKE
Olivia ANDERSON
Sophia ZHAO
Thomas FALZON
Tvaritha VINOTHKUMAR
Avaleigh FAUCETT
Brayden WATTS
Deante MERENDA
Lilah SURENNE
Max FAAPOI
Michelina HEAD
Nicholas FALZON
Simone HARVEY
Sophia YANG
Byron FAAPOI
Holly RIGO
Isaac JOINES
Zain DANIL
Jacob WHITE
Jeremy KENNEDY
Lolah LESTAL-BRAID
Harmony CULLEY
Joseph EZEKIEL
Julian FALZON
Lara WHITE
Maddison REYNOLDS
Benjamin WALKER
Ethan JOINES
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St Nicholas of Myra Parish

Correspondence
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

☺
☺

326 High St Penrith
4721 2509

St Nicholas of Myra—New COVID19 Plans—Re-entry to School
Tell Them From Me Survey—
Partners in Learning
COVID-19 Case—Busways—Rouse
Hill, Blacktown, Mt Druitt

Mass Times
Saturday Vigil 6:00pm
Sunday
7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am &
6:00pm

Warmer Weather—Transition to
Summer Uniform
Chicken Hatching Program—Chicks
for Sale
Father’s Day Liturgy - Zoom links
Catholic Outlook Magazine

Weekday Masses:
Monday
9.30am
Tuesday
6:45am, 9.30am
Wednesday
9:30am, 7.00pm
Thursday
9:30am
Friday
6:45am, 12:10pm

Lost Property

Label me please!

Label me please!

At the end of Lunch and Fruit break,
there are always lost property items left
behind by the students and a considerable
amount of time is taken to try and return
these items to their rightful owners.
Please help us by ensuring that all items
are CLEARLY LABELLED.
Please remove/cross out any pre-loved
owner’s names.

Thank you.

Thank you to those
families who
continue to order
books for their
children to enjoy.
All book club orders
have been distributed this past week. If you
are missing your book club order, please
contact the office.
A reminder also that all book club orders
MUST be paid online - no cash is to be sent
to the office. Thank you.

Warmer Weather - Transition to Summer Uniform
Thank you to those parents and carers who have sent emails asking in regards to the wearing of
summer uniform due to expected warmer weather.
As the weather is unpredictable, we require a transitional approach to school uniform.
Whilst technically we are in winter uniform still, if the weather is going to be hot then as long as the
children are in their full summer uniform this is acceptable. Another day/s we may have cold rainy
days, then their full winter uniform may be more preferable.
The final date for the changeover from winter to summer uniform is Friday 23 October 2020. From
Monday 26 October (Term 4 Week 3) full summer uniform is required.
All summer uniform items listed below are available from Lowes Westfield Penrith. Limited stocks are
also available from our Clothing Pool. Email the school with your requirements.
Summer Girl’s Uniform

Summer Boy’s Uniform

Navy Culottes
Sky Blue Short Sleeve Blouse with Peter Pan
Collar Embroidered
Navy Ankle Socks
Black Shoes

Navy Blocker Shorts
Sky Blue Short Sleeve Layback Shirt
Embroidered
Navy Ankle Socks
Black Shoes
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PBS4L Mascot Competition!
The PBS4L Mascot Competition is well underway and closes TOMORROW!

Students are excited and have discussed some creative and significant ideas for
the Mascot that reflects our school expectations and our local community. All entries for the competition are due by 4:00pm tomorrow, Friday 4 September 2020
using the PBS4L Mascot entry form.
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