St Nicholas of Myra School

PO Box 265, Penrith 2751. Phone: (02) 4752 3300 Fax: (02) 4752 3399
Email: stnicholas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Website: http://www.stnicholaspenrith.catholic.edu.au
Term 1 Week 7 2021

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families,

Friday 12 March
Personalised Plan
Meetings

2:30pm - Assembly
Stage 3 Pre-recorded
Monday 15 March
Staff Development Day
Focus - English
(No students at school)
Yr 6 Fundraiser
Spaghetti Bolognese
Day Orders and Payment
due by 4pm
Tuesday 16 March
‘The Yard’ Performance
Captivate Drumming
Wednesday 17 March

Next week on Friday 19 March we will
be celebrating the feast of St Joseph.
As you are aware the Pope declared this
year to be focused on St Joseph to be a
role model to us all.
In the context of this time we learn from
the Gospel of Matthew that Herrod
wanted to protect his throne and had
ordered a blanket declaration that all boy
babies in Bethlehem would not live.
This is why Joseph is revered as a protector to the vulnerable. He lived with great
confidence in God, by being a man with his ear to the ground, the one who risks
everything to save the lives of loved ones, the protector of Mary and her son.
When have I shown a Joseph-like protection of those who are vulnerable?
God of Joseph and Mary, guarding the weak from the dominating, hear our prayer
and encourage our efforts to create a just, kind and inclusive society. We ask this
through the refugee Christ and the Spirit of community.
Living God bless us with
protection
intuition
companionship
discernment
practicality
and the ability to be ready for the next moment. Amen.
Peace and Joy
Anita Knezevic
Principal

Cross Country

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY (PUPIL FREE DAY)
MONDAY 15 MARCH 2021

This coming Monday 15 March 2021 is a Staff Development Day where staff will be
focussing on English in Professional Learning.
NO STUDENTS are to attend school on this day.
Thank you!
Monday 22 March
Easter Egg Wrapping
Parish Meeting Room
Tuesday 23 March
Captivate Drumming
Thursday 25 March
Newsletter
Annunciation of the Lord

Parish Mass
Students in Stage 2 will be attending Parish Mass tomorrow 12 March at
12:10pm. We are delighted that we are able to begin attending Parish Mass
again in line with the Covid-19 regulations. Students will be seated in a reserved
section in the Church. They will not move around during the Mass and if
receiving communion the minister will come to them as is happening in all Parish
Masses. Teachers will sign the students in to the Church at the beginning of
Mass. If you would like your child to wear a mask they are welcome to bring one
from home to wear to the Church.

7pm - First Reconciliation
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General News
Attendance - Punctuality
Regular and punctual attendance at school is essential to assist children to
establish positive attendance habits. Schools, in partnership with parents,
are responsible for promoting the regular attendance of students.
The school day commences at 9am at St Nicholas of Myra. The morning
music begins at 8:57am and concludes with the bell at 9am. We have a
short assembly on Monday morning for the whole school prayer and national
anthem. The rest of the week, students are entering their classrooms and beginning their learning at
9am.
Arriving at school before the bell allows students to experience positive interactions with their peers
through play in the morning and develop morning routines which can reduce the anxiety of coming to
school for some students.
Arriving late means that students are missing part of their literacy block, instructions have not been heard
and routines have not been set in motion. As a consequence, students can find themselves taking longer
to settle into their learning.
Please ensure that students are on time at school every day. Should unforeseen circumstances prevent
you from arriving on time, please ensure that children are signed in at the office by an adult.

Whole School Fundraiser - A DISCO A DAY!
Thank you to all of the families who supported this disco week with crazy hair and socks!
A special thank you to Steve Head for the disco lights and music playlist. Thank you to Taryn Merenda for
purchasing the chips on the school’s behalf.
We were able to raise $483.42. All fundraising monies unless otherwise named (Project Compassion,
Year 6 Graduation etc) will be going towards our playground.
Thank you to Adam Simpson and the Media Team; (Jacob White, Allanah Walker, Christian Falzon,
Leo Alexander, Dominic Kassouf, Maryam Yamayan, Mina Kedis, Zachary Herrero and Xavier Isaac) for
taking some great photos - have a look on page 3. I would like to thank Rebecca Teulan, Nicole Khoury
and Adam Simpson who joined me each day to ensure this event could run by giving up their lunch and
fruit breaks over the four days as well! Also to the teachers who came and danced with their stage group.

2022 Kindergarten Enrolments and Catholic Schools Week Twilight Tours

During Catholic Schools Week on 1 March, we hosted 2 wonderful tours where we were able to meet
new parents and demonstrate the way we learn, our parish and school community and the way in which
we live our motto, “Truth through Learning.” Thank you for being open to our school and visiting us to see
who we are and what we do and believe in for the our future generations.
We accept enrolment applications at any time.
We have started to make appointments for the 2022 Kindergarten Enrolment Interviews. The School
Enrolment Officer will contact you to make an interview time once you have submitted your enrolment
application.
On the day of your interview, we ask that one or both parents and the enrolling child attends.
COVID check ins and practices are in place. Again if you would like to wear a mask during this enrolment
interview that would be preferable.
Current St Nicholas of Myra families who have a child commencing school in 2022 are
encouraged to complete an enrolment form as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
Enrolment forms can be found online at https://ceo-web.parra.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/02-Form-A-Enrolment-Application.pdf
or in the school office.
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Learning
NAPLAN Online
The NAPLAN Online test window is nine days. Day 1 is a Tuesday and Day 9 is the Friday of the following
week. The writing test must be scheduled within a two-day test window and schools must schedule writing
from the first day of the appropriate two-day test window. For Year 5, the writing window is day 1 and 2.
The tests need to be taken in a specific order. Individual students are not permitted to sit the online tests
after Day 9. For Parent and Carer support the following link may be helpful. https://www.nap.edu.au/
naplan/parent-carer-support

Religious Education
St Nicholas of Myra 2021 Formation Goal
Goal: For students to flourish by using the Gospel of Mark to develop one consciousness
(3H P).
What does the 3H Paradigm: One Consciousness mean?
3H - Educating through the Head, Heart and Hands
Head (A Thinking Faith): experiencing academic rigor in the classroom, through critical enquiry
– intellectual formation;
Heart (Formation for Mission): in the ‘classroom of life,’ opportunities to experience prayer,
liturgy, Church and sacramentality – spiritual formation;
Hands (Faith in Action): numerous internal and external works of charity (service learning)
for Mission – human and pastoral formation.

Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education

On Friday 5 March the students gathered together in the school playground for a
liturgy celebrating 200 years of Catholic Education which was the theme of
Catholic Schools Week in 2021. All families received a prayer card with
the national prayer printed on the back on the day. We will continue to
celebrate 200 Years of Catholic Education throughout the year.
Our theme this year is ‘Together We Grow’. As a Catholic School community it is
important that we always help others and show kindness to all those we meet so
that together we learn and grow each day.
At our Liturgy we unveiled a new painting that will be hung in our foyer to
commemorate all those who were at St Nicholas during 2021.
All students added to the painting using their fingerprints to show the uniqueness we all bring to our
school community and that when we all work together we can grow just like a tree.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
On March 25 students from Year 3 and 4 will make their Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Reconciliation (officially called the Sacrament of Penance, and also known as
Confession) is a Sacrament instituted by Jesus Christ in His love and mercy to
offer us forgiveness for the times we have sinned and turned away from God.
At the same time, we are reconciled with the Church because it is also wounded
by our sins.
Every time we sin, we hurt ourselves, other people and God. In Reconciliation,
we acknowledge our sins before God and the Church. We express our sorrow
in a meaningful way, receive the forgiveness of Christ and His Church,
make reparation for what we have done, and resolve to do better in the future.
Please pray for the students and families preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Loving God,
As we prepare to celebrate our child’s first Reconciliation, help us to ask forgiveness when we need to.
Help us to forgive others who have wronged us, and let us be peacemakers in our school and in
our family. We thank you for the gift of your forgiveness and love.
Amen.
PROJECT COMPASSION
Third Week of Lent (school week beginning 8 March)
We are now in the third week of Lent with the Project Compassion story of Oliva,
a 22-year-old woman from Tanzania. She did not have the opportunity to go to
school and was embarrassed that she was unable to read, write or count.
As an adult, her business was losing money because she couldn’t add up
her money and give the right change to customers.
Then Oliva enrolled in Caritas Australia’s literacy and numeracy classes.
She also set up a home classroom to teach her neighbours, for free,
because they were too shy to attend larger classes.
Oliva has now graduated, attendance at her classes are growing, her kiosk
is thriving and she is helping her children with their homework. She aims to
become a pastor and run for leadership in the next local election - to help her
community to ‘Be More.’
·

Approximately 260 million children don’t have the chance to go to school
(un.org)

Watch a short film about Oliva’s story here.
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Please support Project Compassion: lent.caritas.org.au
Fourth Week of Lent (school week beginning 15 March)
Arsad, an Indonesian farmer, had no toilet in his house, so always had to walk
into the forest to the open defecation area. His family was often sick and open
defecation caused many neighbourhood disputes. With the support of Caritas
Australia and its partner agency, Laz Harfa, Arsad took part in hygiene,
sanitation and financial management training. He then funded the building of
a toilet in his house and helped other community members to save money to
construct their own toilet.
Now, Arsad’s family is healthier, their community no longer practices open
defecation and is more harmonious. Arsad inspired his community to ‘Be More.’
·

Around 17 percent of Indonesia’s rural population, or 45 million people,
practice open defecation – going to the toilet outdoors in fields,
forests and other open spaces. (World Bank)

Watch a short film about Arsad’s story here.
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Students Reflections on attending a Catholic School
Kindergarten
Felix - I like our school because we learn about God. My teachers show me how to do the right thing like
Jesus.
Cyndi - I love St Nicholas of Myra because I like when we talk about God and praying.
Stage 1
Natalie - Attending a Catholic school means that I learn about God and we pray about God and to God.
We are kind to one another and we help each other.
Sophia - Attending a Catholic school means that I learn about God and Jesus, we are like the disciples,
we learn about Religion and how to be kind to one another.
Stage 2

Avaleigh - I come to a Catholic school because I believe in Jesus and the scriptures and I get to
learn about all things Religious. I enjoy coming to St Nicholas of Myra because it's a good school and they
set good examples and keep us safe. I’m proud to be at this school because it helps me to be more like
Jesus.
Hannah - I enjoy attending a Catholic school because it gives me the best education and the teachers
care for every student. Our Catholic school is amazing because everyone shows love, care and respect
towards each other. The teachers at St Nicholas give you the best possible feedback and care.
Lola - I enjoy coming to a Catholic school because I enjoy learning about God. I like this school because
I get to receive Holy Communion and Reconciliation. I’m proud to be in a Catholic school because we
donate to the poor. - Lola Gibbs
Stage 3
Allanah - I like coming to a Catholic school because everyone is welcoming and we get to know Jesus
and learn to make good decisions in ourselves. In our Catholic school we get to help the poor and we do
fun activities including disco’s, crazy sock and hair days not to mention all the times we help others.
The special thing about St Nicholas is that we are a great community and that makes my family and
I very happy. Our school has helped me to share who I am and to be myself. It has taught me to be a
respectful person and listen to others. There are differences from our school to others for example
the teachers are AMAZING!!! They are the best people to talk to and to learn with each day.
This is why I love coming to a Catholic school.
Isabel - I like going to a Catholic school because I get to learn about God’s teachings and how to be a
good person. What is different and special about a Catholic school is how much the school cares about
making sure people know how to do the right thing and be kind. The students are easy to get along with
and there are lots of opportunities to gather as a school because of the various religious celebrations.
Catholic schooling has helped me follow Jesus’ footsteps through my everyday actions and to grow as the
best person I can be. Catholic Schooling has also helped me grow as a Child of God because we learn
about what God wants us to do and what is right every day.
Eucharistic Ministers
Congratulations to the following Staff members who have completed the course to become Eucharistic
Ministers: Miss Rebecca Perreira, Miss Madeline Cortis, Miss Therese Cusi, Miss Gabriela Zacherl and Mr
Michael Cappadona.
We look forward to having you share the Eucharist with us at our next Mass.
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PBS4L
The Yard Performance
On the morning of Tuesday 16 March 2021, the students will be watching a
performance from Shaun Parker & Company called ‘The Yard’.
‘The Yard’ is an award-winning anti-bullying program that was created to

address the issues of bullying, social exclusion and peer pressure in
Australian schools. The Yard investigates themes using storytelling,
contemporary street dance languages, sporting skills, parkour and acrobatics that children strongly identify with.

Buddy Bench Lessons
All stages have now completed a PBS4L lesson about the Buddy Bench.
Below are some student reflections about what they have learnt and what they
think about the Buddy Bench:

Kindergarten
Lyla: I liked that I had a kind heart and asked my friend if he wanted to play. I learned that when you don’t
have a friend to play with, you can sit on the buddy bench.
Stage 1
Chris: I learnt that we can sit on the Buddy Bench when we don’t have a friend to play with. It is the
yellow bench in the playground.
Michael: I liked that we practiced what using the Buddy Bench looks like in a role play.
Stage 2
Molly: I like that anyone can go and sit at the buddy bench. You can use it as a space to sit and think and
join in a game when you feel ready.
Ella: I like that the buddy bench gives us an opportunity to play with people that we haven’t played with
before. I learned that I can go to the buddy bench when I feel lonely.
Stage 3
Billy: I like that it let’s me see when other people don’t have anyone to play with and this gives me the
chance to approach them and make them feel included in my game which makes them feel happy.
Jeremy: I like how not only is the buddy bench a place for me to make friends, but it’s also a place for me
to calm down and take time for myself or to talk to other people.
PBS4L Playground Initiative
Through Weeks 7-10, the PBS4L playground initiative is: I am respectful
when I listen to a teachers instruction the first time. The stage with the most
tokens at the end of week 7 and 10 will receive reward time towards an
activity of their choosing for their stage.

Evacuation Procedures - Safety
Each year and each term we practice our Evacuation Procedures. Last week, we
rehearsed our fire drill procedures, where the students are explicitly taught what to
do and they were able to complete this with great success. Later this term, we will
hold a fire drill without them being aware so we can see how they can apply this in
action when it is not expected.
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Sporting News
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
On Tuesday 9 March, Mark Danil, Nicholas and Christian Falzon represented St Nicholas of Myra at the
2021 MacKillop Diocesan Swimming Carnival. All students should be very proud of their efforts in
reaching this representative level.
2021 School Cross Country
The 2021 school cross country carnival will be held on Wednesday 17 March. This is for students turning
8 in 2021. The students will begin running at 9:30am beginning with the 8 and 9 year old students.
Students will have the chance to represent the school at the 2021 Diocesan Cross Country carnival with
dates still to be confirmed. Students must finish in the top 6 in their age group and complete the course in
the set qualifying time.

Medical News
Thank you to those Parents and Carers who have provided us with your child’s updated Asthma and
Anaphylaxis plans. These are extremely important documents we must have to keep your child safe
whilst they are attending school, sport and external excursions. All children who are diagnosed by a
doctor with these conditions must have a plan at school along with their medication.
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New Playground Update
The School leaders, Sport leaders and SRC members recently invited all Stages to design a new
playground for St Nicholas of Myra. Students were asked to think about their must haves and wants.
Here is a list of common wants across all stages:
• Monkey bars
• Running track
• Rock climbing wall
• Floor games: outdoor chess, hop scotch, snakes and ladders, handball courts
• Drinking fountains
• Netball and Basketball court
• In ground trampoline
• Middle garden taken out
• Mini golf/putt putt area
• More shade cloth
• Music area in the kindy courtyard
• Slides and swings
• Soccer field with nets
• Tunnels
• Skate ramp
• Flying fox
• Sand pit
• Ball/ foam pit
• Fairy garden
Thank you to all students for your fantastic designs!
Here are some example maps designed by students:
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H.E.R.O. Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have achieved a H.E.R.O. (Here Everyday Ready Ontime)
Award for Term 1 Weeks 1 - 5 2021
Amanreet KAUR
Annabella NGUYEN
Audrey BURGESS
Ciaran HEAVIN
Cyndianna FORRESTER
Natania DESILVA
Felix DYKE
Kacey BAC
Lucas GAYAGAY
Nerissa ROZARIO
Olivia SPAIN
Robert WOOD
Roman LEITRITZ
Scarlett FINDLAY
Tiegan-Maree BRYANT
Auri PALMA
Cassandra RIBEIRO
Chris YANG
Emily WANG
Jae LIM
Lincoln STEEN
Natalie ROZARIO
Olivia NKEMKA
Parv GULATI
Amos INGEGNERI
Andros SOURLAS
Esha NATH
Harrison DONALDSON
Karthik CHIKKA
Max DYKE
Michael REALES
Olivia ANDERSON
Sophia ZHAO
Thomas FALZON
Tvaritha VINOTHKUMAR

Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Kinder
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 1
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2
Year 2

Brayden WATTS
Deante MERENDA
Eden BLASZCZYK
Lilah SURENNE
Madison HERRERO
Max FAAPOI
Megan BAC
Molly LEMAIRE
Nicholas FALZON
Samara COULTON
Scarlett PARKES
Sophia YANG
Angelo ISAAC
Byron FAAPOI
Hannah REBERNIK
Nevaeh COULTON
Stephanie O’CONNOR
Allanah WALKER
Amisha NAGARETNAM
Beau BROWN
Christian FALZON
Jacob WHITE
Leo ALEXANDER
Xavier ISAAC
Georgia TAYLOR
Isabel MRSIC
Jayden MENDONCA
Jeremy KENNEDY
Mina KEDIS
Odessa GIBBS
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Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 3
Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 4
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 5
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
Year 6
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St Nicholas of Myra Parish

Correspondence
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

2021 Annual Diocesan Fee Schedule Letter
Australian Government 2021 Student Residential Address and Other Information Collection
Child Safety Awareness - Handbook
Mother’s Day Stall Orders and Payment
Lowes 20% School wear Sale - 11, 12 March
School Cross Country - Yrs 2 - 6
Executive Director letter outlining the relaxing
of COVID restrictions for schools.
COSHC Bethany 2021 Vacation Care Booking Forms
Year 6 Fundraiser - Spaghetti Bolognese Day
Mother’s Day Stall orders reminder
Headlice case reported

326 High St Penrith
4721 2509
Mass Times
Saturday Vigil 6:00pm
Sunday
7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am &
6:00pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday
9.30am
Tuesday
6:45am, 9.30am
Wednesday
6:45am, 9:30am
Thursday
9:30am
Friday
6:45am, 12:10pm

It has come to our attention that the procedures around dropping of and collecting of children from the ‘Kiss and
Drive’ zone are not being adhered to and are causing some concern in relation to the safety and convenience of our
children and families as well as the residents of Higgins Street.
Essentially, the ‘Kiss and Drive’ zone allows for only a two minute period where a vehicle can be stationary and children
may be dropped off or picked up (according to school procedure). The driver MUST NOT leave the vehicle. Some
people have been parking in the zone for much greater length of time and getting out of their vehicles to walk children
to the entrance gates in the morning. This is inconvenient for other drivers.
We are very fortunate to have a well developed ‘Kiss and Drive’ zone that operates smoothly when all concerned
follow correct procedure.
The procedure as stated in our school Parent Handbook is available on our website.
www.stnicholaspenrith.catholic.edu.au/
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Community News
Monthly Bereavement Support Gathering
Catholic Care Solo Parent Services run a Monthly Bereavement Support Gathering for anyone whose spouse or
partner has died. If you feel alone in your grief and would like to be part of a group where you can share your
experience of loss in a safe and supportive environment, you are welcome. Gatherings are held on the
3rd Thursday of each month from 10am -12pm.
Next Gathering: Thursday 18th March. Venue: CatholicCare Parramatta Cost: $5
Please call Rita Chater on 8843 2500 or email soloparentservices@ccss.org.au for more information or
to register.
STEPPING BEYOND: SUPPORT FOR THOSE SEPARATED OR DIVORCED
“Stepping Beyond” Support Group, assists those navigating their way through separation or divorce. Guided by
trained facilitators, you’ll have the opportunity to explore the challenges faced during this time in a safe and supportive environment. These groups are held on the last Tuesday of each month via Zoom or at Catholic Care
Parramatta.
Next Gathering: Tuesday 30th March Venue: Zoom or Parramatta Location Time: 7pm –
9pm. Cost: $5.00. Registration Essential: Call Rita Ph. 8843 2500 or email: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au
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