
Term 4 Week 9 

2 Dec 2021 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians whose land we educate our students 

Dear St Nicholas of Myra Families,  
 
We have had learning, fun and community spirit plus buildings underway - what an action 
packed fortnight! 
 
We were so excited to welcome and meet our new 2022 Kindergarten students onsite.        
Don’t they look fabulous and ready to start school! 
 
2022 Kindergarten Transition Morning Sessions 
The students participated in a range of activities such as free play, prayer, listening to a story 
and creating a monkey mask. The students had lots of fun and are excited to start school next 
year.  

 

 
 
 

Thank you to all of the Parents and Carers for their support with the Christmas Concert video 
recording. I can’t wait to watch what this year has installed for us ! A very special thank you to 
Mrs Lauren Clarke for the creativity, energy and extra time that occurs with any Christmas 
Concert whether it be remotely or onsite. Nothing stops Mrs Clarke’s spirit of Christmas, not 
even a pandemic two years in a row! 
 
This week I was formally invited to attend and celebrate Stage 1’s sensational writing about 
chairs going on strike. I was so impressed with not only their writing but with the student’s  
reading expression, pace and engagement to their audience - Well done Stage 1!  



Demolition of the Learning Space has commenced and it has the children very intrigued!  

We held our last 2021 Parent Group Zoom Meeting last week. As always we formally thank the 
participation of the Parents/Carers at our End of Year Mass. However, I want to give a huge 
thank you to the following parents for their constant support and helpfulness throughout this 
year;  

• Chairperson/President -  Nicole Rebernik  

• K - 6 Stage/ Grade Representatives 

• Early Stage 1: Kindergarten - Sarah Edwy-Smith 

• Stage 1: Krishni Arokianathan and Sarah Lestal 

• Stage 2: Steven Head  

• Stage 3: Hamssa Danil and Clare Fidler  
 
 
Thank you to the Parents and Carers who have already 
submitted their interest in being the 2022 Parent Group.  
We would still welcome and encourage any further            
nominations for a  Chairperson as well as some Stage   
Representatives from Early Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
 



Happy New Year! So Sunday 28 November (last 
Sunday) marked the beginning of ADVENT, a new 
beginning of the Liturgical calendar for our Church. 
Visibly recognised by the colour purple. Advent 
consists of four Sundays starting with the Sunday 
closest to November 30.  
 
The word advent is derived from the Latin “adventus” which means "coming" or "arrival."        
During the Roman Empire, the word adventus referred to the arrival of a person of dignity and 
great power – a king or emperor. For Christians, Advent is the time when we prepare for the 
threefold coming of Jesus Christ – past, present, and future.  
 
As Christians our mission is to bring the message of Christ to others in our daily encounters in 
real and practical applications of the Good News.  
 
As St Francis says, “Preach the Gospel at all times and if necessary use words”. By doing so we 
touch the heart of the meaning of the Christmas season. The Franciscan priest Richard Rohr 
says, God comes to us disguised as our lives.  
 
In other words, are we able to recognise the incarnate God not just as an historical figure but  
also through our encounter with others? Like the Magi, are we looking for God in the right      
places? Do we recognise God in others particularly in moments of life that encompass           
compassion as well as joy?  
 
The first Sunday of Advent, moves us into Year C. The Church years, Year C focuses heavily on 
the Gospels of St Luke. Luke was a doctor and a highly intelligent man. He wrote his gospel in 
Greek. He also has the “food” theme running through his gospel. Jesus, according to Luke, often 
sought out people to dine with. During the sharing of a meal together, Jesus often brings about a 
change of mind or heart with the person he is dining with. Take the story of Zacchaeus - a small 
man who climbed a sycamore tree to get a better look at Jesus as he passed by. People were 
shocked that Jesus asked Zacchaeus if he could share a meal at his house. Zacchaeus was a 
tax collector, and regularly cheated people to increase his own wealth. After eating and talking 
together, Zacchaeus vowed to return all the money he had cheated out of people, and sell off 
half his goods to help others. What a conversion! 
 
As you begin your Advent journey this Sunday, try to think of ways that you can change, just like 
Zacchaeus did. It might be a conversion of thought or action, or it might be a way that you can 
help someone? 
 
 
Wishing all the blessings of the Advent season and may we recognise the Christ-child as He   
arrives in our lives each day with our heart, head and hands. 
 
Peace and Joy  
Anita Knezevic 
Principal  
 



Formation 

Connection between Scripture, Tradition and Sacraments 

Scripture is central to the life of the Church and is the driving force of Religious Education.       
Sacred Scripture underpins all aspects of the wider religious life of the Catholic school: its    
prayer, the celebration of the liturgy and Sacraments, faith formation, retreats, reflection days 
and the social justice activities. When teaching Scripture we ask students to link the passage to 
what they know of the tradition of the church, the Sacraments, prayer and what the passage    
reveals about Jesus or God. In Kindergarten this might be a picture they draw and describe after            
listening to a scripture passage or in the Primary grades a written reflection on a piece of       
scripture. 
 
For example when using the scripture passage ‘The Last Supper’ students are asked to think 
about the connections to Church One Year 4 student wrote the following: 

 
“Reading the scripture passage The Last Supper reminds me of Church. When we are 
celebrating the Liturgy of the Eucharist the priest holds up the bread and the wine just 
like Jesus did at the Last Supper. This also relates to the Sacrament of Eucharist    
because when we receive the bread and wine it's like what Jesus gave the disciples at 
The Last Supper.” 

 
The student has been able to see the connection between the scripture passage, the      
tradition of the church as well as the Sacrament of Eucharist. 
 
Bounce Back Strategies for Emotional Regulation 

Bounce back strategies include skills and attitudes for coping and being resilient. These 
bounce back strategies assist students in regulating their emotions and navigating social 
situations and relationships. Students are working on amplifying positive emotions and 
managing uncomfortable emotions.  
 
 
 



Learning 

Stage 3 Science Day 

Stage 3 participated in a Science incursion where they were able to watch experiments using 
liquid nitrogen and learn about its properties. They were given the opportunity to work in groups 
and problem solve to create bridges and boats using everyday materials. Students in Stage 3 
had a great day and learnt a lot. 
Mark D- I liked how we got to learn about liquid nitrogen and make boats out of cups and     
cardboard. 
Oliver - I liked the Science incursion because we got to use different materials to make boats 
and a bridge. I liked learning about liquid nitrogen and seeing them use it in experiments. 
Aubrey - It was really fun even though we didn’t get to see it in person. I liked how we got to see 
experiments with liquid nitrogen and got to make boats and a bridge.  
 

 

 

 



Show, Don’t Tell 
We often urge our students to “Show, Don’t Tell!” in their writing. It is a technique that helps 
students write so that they are able to create a picture in the reader’s mind by showing instead of 
telling about what happened using action, dialogue, character’s thought or descriptive and     
sensory details. As writing skills improve we want students to move away from describing the 
characters in their stories with long lists of adjectives, in favour of revealing their characters 
through the things they do and say. 
 

 
 

Inferring when Reading 
Inference is using observation and background to reach a logical conclusion. You probably 
practice inference every day. For example, if you see someone eating a new food and he or she 
makes a face, then you infer they do not like it. Or if someone slams a door, you can infer that 
they are upset about something. 
 
Why is it important to make inferences? When writing a story, an author will not include all 
the  information for us. He/she will expect us to read between the lines and reach conclusions 
about the text. When making inferences, you are looking beyond what is stated in the text and 
finding the ideas to which the author only hints. This makes you a more active reader and critical 
thinker. It also makes it easier to understand what the author is sharing with you. 
 

Learning 





Mathematics  
Arrays  
An array in maths is an arrangement of objects, numbers or pictures in columns or rows.          
An array is formed by arranging a set of objects into rows and columns. Each column must    
contain the same number of objects as the other columns, and each row must have the same 
number as the other rows. The purpose of an array is to help students understand multiplication 
and division and give a concrete representation of its use.  
Student samples  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BODMAS  
The BODMAS rule is an acronym to help children remember the order of mathematical             
operations – the correct order in which to solve maths problems. 
Bodmas stands for B-Brackets, O-Orders (powers/indices or roots), D-Division, M-Multiplication, 
A-Addition, S-Subtraction. 
The Bodmas rule means that mathematical expressions with multiple operators need to be 
solved from left to right in this order. Division and Multiplication are considered as                     
interchangeable and depend on which comes first in the expression, as are Addition and        
Subtraction. 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Mathematically  
Working Mathematically assisting students in developing understanding and fluency in          
mathematics through inquiry, exploring and connecting mathematical concepts, choosing and 
applying problem-solving skills and mathematical techniques, communication and reasoning.  
Working Mathematically provides students with the opportunity to engage in genuine            
mathematical activities and develop the skills to become flexible, critical and creative users of 
mathematics. 
The five key components of working mathematically include communicating, problem solving, 
reasoning, understanding and fluency.  
 



Dates to 

Remember

Booking 2022 Assessment Interview Times 

Notes regarding Assessment Interviews at the beginning of 2022 were sent home in Week 7.  
Please ensure you have booked a time for your child/children to complete their assessments.  
 

To book a time, please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the relevant event codes 
listed for 2022 Years 1-6 and Kindergarten 2022.  
 

2022 Years 1-6 

Please book an interview for the MAI 

 
 
Kindergarten 2022  
Please book an interview time for both assessments: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Transitioning is important for all students to prepare for change. 
Week 11: Monday 13 December 2021 
K-5 Transition Morning this is for 10:00 - 10:30 am  
 
In Term 4, for the current 2021 Kindergarten up until Year 5, we usually hold a transition session 
where the students meet in their new learning spaces with their next year’s teachers. High 
School Transition occurred in Term 1 with a 'meet and greet' from students and their principals 
from different Catholic high schools. Each of the local Catholic Secondary schools offered an 
Orientation day for the children who were enrolled at their school. 
 
The following COVID-19 Safety Measures are in place: ventilation, Teachers wearing masks, 
hand sanitising and minimise mixing and mingling between cohorts where possible outside.       
In order to keep cohorts separate and reduce mingling the Stage Teachers will move to the 
space hand sanitising and wearing masks. The children will also hand sanitise into the new 
space as well as clean the desk/ areas prior to and after leaving the space. Existing grades will 
sit at the desks from this year and the new grade coming into the space will be on the floor, 
physically distant in the Learning Space. Year 6 will be outdoors. 
 

Type of Assessment Dates & times Event Codes 

Mathematics Assessment  
Interview (MAI)  

Friday 28 January 2022 8:30 am – 11am 
Monday 31 January 2022 8:30am – 4:30pm 

pkqup 

Type of Assessment Dates & times Event Codes 

Best Start Assessment Friday 28 January 2022 8:30 am – 11am 
Monday 31 January 2022 8:30am – 4:30pm 

r6cbh 

Mathematics Assessment  
Interview (MAI)  

Tuesday 1 February 2022 8:30am- 3:00pm abjmu 



End of Year Dates                                                                                                                                                               

Then COVID -19 arrived and changed many events. Below is a reminder of these dates as we move into 
Term 4. These may be subject to change in relation to the Parish needs and the Parish Priest and the 
Government’s advice specifically in relation to COVID-19.  

Week 9                                                                                                                                                                                               

Swim School occurring from - Monday 29 November to Friday 3 December 2021  

Week 10                                                                                                                                                                                      

Monday 6 December 2021 - Christmas Concert - will be occurring just not on site. Students will be  
wearing Christmas Colours mufti to celebrate St Nicholas of Myra Feast Day (Monday 6 December).    
Tuesday 7 December 2021 -  Year 6 Graduation Fun Day- Motiv8 Sports 

Friday 10 December 2021                                                                                                                               
 End of Year Mass 9:30am and Graduation Certificate Presentation following the 

mass at St Nicholas of Myra Church     

• Each Year 6 child will have 2 nominated adults only.  

• All other stages will be watching from their Learning Space on the School YouTube page.  

• Other family members can also join to watch via the School YouTube  page. This is all subject to 
change pending the further COVID 19 updates.   

PLEASE NOTE: End of Year awards for Year 6 will also be presented at the church after the    
Graduation Certificate Presentation 

 
• Graduation Celebration 11:00am - St Nicholas of Myra School Hall (Year 6 students only and 

Staff) We will update you regarding the COVID 19 requirements. 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 

End of Year Awards Assembly- Unfortuantely COVID restrictions have not changed for End of Year 
Assemblies. We will be holding the End of Year awards in two different ceremonies on site for infants and 
primary and will be livestreaming from the School YouTube page.                                                                                                                             
 1:40pm- Infants Awards Presentation  (Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2)                                     
 2:10pm- Primary Awards Presentation including the announcement of 2022 School Leaders.  
               (Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5) 

Week 11 

• Monday 13 December 2021 

• 10:30 - 11:00 am Transition to new learning spaces and/or stages.  

• Year 6 Farewell Arch 2:40pm - Parents/Carers can be present in the car park to view (spaced      
 1.5m from each family group) from the public footpath into the carpark area. 

• Tuesday 14 December 

• Swimming Carnival with ribbons being awarded at the end of each race. 

• LAST DAY for STUDENTS! (at this point in time we are going ahead with this carnival with       
 students only). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Development Days (SDD): Wednesday 15, Thursday 16 and Friday 17 December 2021 
(no students on site) 

Catholic Out of School Hours Care (COSHC) are only available on SDD - Wednesday 15        
December 2021 from 7am till 6:30pm. Please ensure you contact Erin on 0418 260 386 to book 
in your child. The service operating on this day will be based on interest registered. Bookings 
close Friday 3 December 4pm with families notified by Wednesday 8 December the outcome 
of the care request. 
COSHC Vacation Care will be available at COSHC Bethany, Glenmore Park Monday 10        
January – Friday 28 January 2022 for bookings from 6:30am to 6:30pm. Please ensure you 
book your child in if you are wanting this service. Vacation care programs and booking forms will 
be distributed during November.  
COSHC will accept booking requests for a Pupil Free Day (SDD) on Monday 31 January, with 
confirmation given to families if their booking request is successful based on interest registered 
closer to the date. 

COSHC resumes before and after school care on Tuesday 1 February 2022. 

 
 

2022 Start of Year Important Dates 
 
 

• Friday 28 January 2022 (8:30 am – 11am) - 2022 Kindergarten Best Start Assessments 
 and Years 1- 6 MAI Assessments.  

• Monday 31 January 2022 (8:30am – 4:40pm) - 2022 Kindergarten Best Start              
 Assessments and Years 1-6 MAI Assessments.  

• Tuesday 1 February 2022 (9:00am – 3:10pm) - First day of school for Years 1-6. 

• Tuesday 1 February  2022  (8:30am – 3:00pm) - 2022 Kindergarten - MAI Assessments 

• Wednesday 2 February 2022 (9:30am - 2:30pm) – Kindergarten first day at                    
 school –part day! 

• Wednesday 2 February 2022 - 9:30am - 2022 Kindergarten Cheers and Tears Morning 
 Tea for the Parents to be confirmed based on current NSW Health & CEDP advice.  

• Thursday 3 February 2022 (9:00am – 3:10pm) – Kindergarten first full day with the 
 rest of the school. Welcome to ALL K- 6 students! 

Dates to 

Remember

Christmas Raffle  
Remember to get your tickets in by 4pm Sunday 5 December 
2021. 
 
Cost is $2 each, 3 for $5 or 10 tickets for $10 and must be        
purchased via the Qkr! app. 



Sport 

 

This week, all the infants and primary students from St Nicholas of Myra participated in the 
week-long program where they explored, developed and challenged their knowledge and skills 
of swimming. The students travelled with their teachers to Nepean Aquatic Centre and took part 
in an hour long swimming lesson with a qualified instructor for the week. The students learnt a 
range of skills including safety in and around the pool, floating, diving, holding their breath, 
building confidence around water, collecting and diving activities, blowing bubbles, using the 
kickboards, developing and strengthening their stroke technique with and without equipment 
and developing overall endurance and fitness in the water.  
 
Thank you to all our families for all your work preparing your children for the week of           
swimming!  
 

Early Stage 1 - At  Swim School  it was lovely to watch how their confidence and skill level     
improved throughout the week. 

     
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Stage 2  - Comments and photos 

Alexander: I like learning how to swim and swimming backstroke 

Nevaeh: I like being able to swim and I am improving at butterfly 

Knox: I enjoy swimming and learning how to swim with my friends 

Jack: I love swimming with my friends and trying different swimming strokes 



Stage 3  
 
Nox Hill - I love swim school because I’m getting better at breaststroke and butterfly.  
Brendan - I find swim school exciting and a lot of fun because we get to swim with our         
classmates and slowly get better. 
Benjamin Dela Paz - I like swim school even though I find it challenging sometimes.  

 

Semester Two Yearly Reports 
 
NESA and CEDP have acknowledged that our reporting to students and parents requires       
flexibility given the different learning environments of onsite and remote learning platforms.  
  
When we consider the purpose of reporting it is to provide parents with a point in time reflection 
about what their children are learning and that plans are in place for their continued learning.   
We all know learning takes place over time and students learn at different rates.  
  
Therefore with these matters in mind our Semester Two Report will reflect this changing          
environment. The report will contain a CEDP statement acknowledging the current context.     
We will be reporting on Religion, English and Mathematics with what the child has achieved as 
well as what they will be working towards. This is comment based and the structure of the    
comments (dot points) is not any different to our previous years reports. We will continue to have 
a General Comment celebrating other areas of learning, for example; PBL, Health, Science.  
  
It is important to remember that this report is only a brief summary which will never surpass the 
richness of the learning conversations a parent / caregiver can have with their child and a child 
with their teacher. The grades, the comparative grades and effort scales, PBS4L traits and      
attendance will not be included, this is only a temporary change.  
The 2022 Semester One report will  
return to documenting progress in all Key Learning  
Areas. 
  
The Semester Two reports will be given out      
tomorrow, Friday 3 December.  
 



Awards 

Gold Awards 

K Cyndianna FORRESTER 

K Felix DYKE 

K Olivia SPAIN 

2 Amos INGEGNERI 

2 Jake HANNAFORD 

2 John WOOD 

3 Jadey LAU 

3 Michael NAGARETNAM 

5 Dominic KASSOUF 

6 Brendan LESLIE 

Silver Awards 

K Cyndianna FORRESTER 

K Diya GOEL 

K Felix DYKE 

K Hannah Rose TINTO 

K Isaiah TUITU'U 

K Lucas GAYAGAY 

K Lyla COFFILL 

K Nerissa ROZARIO 

K Olivia SPAIN 

K Saathvik CHAITHRA 

1 Chris YANG 

1 Iravan CHOWDHURY 

1 Ozias AROKIANATHAN 

2 Andros SOURLAS 

2 John WOOD 

2 Levi FENECH 

2 Tvaritha VINOTHKUMAR 

3 Cindy GUO 

3 Deante MERENDA 

3 Eden BLASZCZYK 

3 Harmoni HILL 

3 Jadey LAU 

3 Lachlan MCINTOSH 

3 Lilah SURENNE 

3 Max FAAPOI 

3 Megan BAC 

3 Michael NAGARETNAM 

3 Nicholas FALZON 

3 Sophia YANG 

5 Dominic KASSOUF 

6 Georgia TAYLOR 

6 Lachlan MUELLER 

6 Mina KEDIS 

6 Odessa GIBBS 

6 Willow ALEXANDER 

Merit Certificates 

K Ciaran HEAVIN 

K Diya GOEL 

K Isaiah TUITU'U 

K Roman LEITRITZ 

1 Elloise FLOOD 

1 Isabella TEUMA 

1 Sofia BURGESS 

1 Vivien CHANPOWSEE 

2 Andros SOURLAS 

2 Harrison DONALDSON 

2 Sophia ZHAO 

2 Sophie EDWY-SMITH 

3 Avaleigh FAUCETT 

3 Harmoni HILL 

3 Jadey LAU 

3 Megan BAC 

4 Adrian BURDANOWSKI 

4 Hailey LAU 

4 Hannah REBERNIK 

4 Zain DANIL 

5 Allanah WALKER 

5 Thomas MUELLER 

5 William DOUGLAS 

5 Xavier ISAAC 

6 Alena TEREPO 

6 Benjamin Candle DELA PAZ 

6 Brendan LESLIE 

6 Mina KEDIS 



Write On 2021 - Participation 
Certificate 

3 Avaleigh FAUCETT 

6 Isabel MRSIC 



2022 Parent Group Nominations are now complete and we would like to introduce... 
Thank you to the Parents and Carers who have already submitted their interest in being the 
2022 Parent Group. We would still welcome and encourage any further nominations for a   
Chairperson as well as some Stage Representatives from Early Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
 

•     Chairperson/President -    

• K - 6 Stage/ Grade Representatives 
            * Early Stage 1: Kindergarten -  
  * Stage 1:  Krishni Arokianathan  
  * Stage 2:  
  * Stage 3:  Emma Williams 
 
 

Sunsmart Strategies 

As we head into the warmer weather please be aware we offer and provide a 
multi layered  approach to this at our school.  

• The timing of our Lunch (11:10 - 11:40 am) and Fruit Breaks (1:10 - 1:40) 
outside the peak hot summer times 

• Students eat indoors at Lunch (11:00 - 11:10 am) 

• With COVID-19 Staggered breaks these eating/ playing time are earlier 
from some stages 

• The total amount of time in the outside each day for our students is 60 minutes 

• If the weather is too hot we implement ‘Sweat Weather’ which is when the students stay 
indoors with the air conditioning and windows open (for COVID-19 procedures) 

• There is a ‘no hat, no play’ expectation throughout the year 

• We have shaded areas to play, 3 shade clothes on the playground as well as the     
passive play shaded area in between the Kindergarten and Staff Learning Space and at 
the entry of the hall.  

 

In support of these Sunsmart measures we encourage you as Parents and Carers, to place  
sunscreen on your child/children prior to school. If you would like to add, similar to the hand   
sanitiser, a smaller keychain sunscreen to your child’s bag this is at your discretion.  
We encourage that you practise opening, squeezing, applying and closing this before sending 
with your child. Obviously this can not be shared. 



Nepean Village Christmas Tree 

St Nicholas of Myra Students have been busy decorating our Christmas Tree entry. Students 
have designed the baubles on the tree and also decided to use the school colours as the tinsel. 
Thank you to Mrs Lee for working with the students to decorate the tree. Make sure you get 
down to Nepean Village to vote for our design! The tree can be found near the bakery. So make 
sure you visit the shopping centre and get a photo with our tree as you vote! 



 

     Correspondence 
 
 
 

• St Nicholas of Myra Feast Day and St 

Vincent de Paul Annual Christmas Appeal 

• St Nicholas of Myra Swimming Carnival 

2021 

• 2021 Christmas Raffle 

• Reminder—Year 6 Fundraiser Sugar 

Freezies Icy Stix 

• Reminder—Filming Thursday 25 November 

for Christmas Celebration 

• Reminder—Swim School 

• Update—Christmas Raffle Reminder 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 10 December 
This is the LAST day the 

St Nicholas of Myra School 

Office will be accepting any 

payments.  

Please finalise all outstanding 

monies by this date. 

 

Thank you  

Rhonda Shirvington 

Finance Secretary 

Christmas Raffle  
Remember to get your  
tickets in by 4pm Sunday 5 
December 2021. 
 
Cost is $2 each, 3 for $5 or 
10 tickets for $10 and must 
be purchased via the Qkr! 
app. 



 

Christmas Raffle  
Remember to get your tickets in by 4pm Sunday  
5 December 2021. Cost is $2 each, 3 for $5 or  
10 tickets for $10 and must be purchased via the Qkr! app. 


